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FACT SHEET 
[Barangay Tanza, Navotas City]      

QUICK FIGURES (2017):
Total population: 35,427 
No. of families: 7,085
Total land area: 492 Ha.

Total habitable land area: 62.53 Ha.
*Based on the Barangay profile

Contact person: 
Brgy. Administrator Irma Glomar 
(+63 949 317 0661)

1. Location and general description of community

Barangay Tanza is an urban coastal 
community in the northern portion of 
Navotas City. 
Majority of the barangay is composed of 
fishponds, reducing the total habitable 
land area.
 It is divided into two territories: Tanza 1 
and Tanza 2.
 In the north, it is bordered by the ponds 
that traverse Obando and Binuangan. In 
the east are the ponds of Dampalit and 
Batasan, along with the ponds of 
Chungkang and the barangay of Flores in 
Malabon. In the west is the Manila Bay, 
while the Malabon-Navotas River runs in 
the south.

 About 60% of residents live on the riverside and seaside.
 A big portion is reclaimed land, where most barangay is composed of hydrosols, which make the 

area very prone to liquefaction. 
 It has the highest population of informal settler families living along waterways at 1,996 families, 

as of June 2014.

2. Economic activities

 Primary livelihoods are related to the fishing industry.
o About 50% of the total population is engaged in marine fishing and aquaculture.
o The remaining majority include laborers and drivers of public utility vehicles.
o About 20% are described as belonging to higher income brackets and owners of 

small-scale businesses.

 Average income reaches P6,000 per month, but during lean months or typhoon season, 
goes down to about P3,000 per month.

 Due to the decline in fish catch and the construction of the dike, which blocks off the 
passage of fishing boats, most fisherfolk resort to other types of livelihood such as manual 
labor.

FIGURE 1. Map of Barangay Tanza 
showing scope of barangay territory

FIGURE 2. Map showing location and 
boundaries of Barangay Tanza, Navotas
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 During typhoons:
o Fishing is not viable so some work in construction sites. Females opt to provide 

services such as labada (laundry) and manicure.
o Incomes are insufficient to provide for the family, so some borrow food from 

neighbors’ sari-sari stores. 

 There are micro-insurance groups in the area. Members may loan through CARD, with 
contributions at around Php 20.00 per week for the insurance, Php 50.00 per week for the 
savings, and Php 50.00 per week for the payment of debts.

 Low income also forces community members to transact with loan sharks, which heightens 
their vulnerability.

3. Educational institutions

 Tanza 1 has one elementary school (Tanza Elementary School) and one high school (Tanza 
National High School). Tanza 2 has no schools in its jurisdiction.

4. Infrastructure

 The barangay has multi-purpose halls, covered courts, a health center, and livelihood 
facilities.

 It is also the site of an in-city settlement for families that were displaced from the coastlines 
of Navotas due to the Supreme Court Mandamus and the city LGU’s goal to construct a 
Navotas Bay Business Boulevard in the area. 

 The relocation site sits on reclaimed land that used to be fish ponds. Due to this, the area 
gets flooded during high tides, where floodwaters flow from the drainages of toilets and 
bathrooms.

5. Ecosystem

 The barangay is home to a protected area that houses a mangrove forest and also serves as 
a migration site for exotic birds. However, conflicting interests in the city planning has 
allowed for a landfill to operate in the area.

 Due to a lack of alternative livelihoods, some community members also engage in charcoal-
making using mangroves.

 The Barangay acknowledges that pollution and environmental degradation have negatively 
impacted the livelihood of many residents. 

6. Disasters

 Typhoon / flooding
o Based on risk assessment conducted in the barangay, the most damaging disaster 

experienced by Tanza residents was Typhoon Nesat or Pedring in 2011.
o The school was used as an evacuation center because it was not reached by 

floodwaters. Evacuees, however, noted difficulties inside the evacuation center. 
People were cramped inside the school, with some even sleeping on chairs. But 
according to them, it was good enough because they received food aid.

o Those who were affected by Typhoon Pedring say it was only in 2016 that they were 
able to break even from damages that they suffered.

 The barangay is also at very high risk to liquefaction in case of earthquakes.

 The barangay has a BDRRM Committee but their operationalization and capacities are 
limited.


